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SOCIAL NETWORKING 

By Daniel Gunderud 
 In 1929, when theories of social engineering 
were being developed, Hungarian author Frigyes 
Karinthy wrote a fictional short story entitled “Chain 
Links”.  In it, he talked of technological advances 
that will decrease social distance, even though 
physical distance remained large.  In 1969, Travers 
and Milgram coined the term “Degrees of 
Connectedness”, which was later popularized in the 
John Guare play Six Degrees of Separation.  A 2007 
Carnegie Mellon / Microsoft Research Technical 
Report showed 6.6 degrees separation between 
instant messenger users. 

 MySpace Facebook Blogging 
 Twitter  Jabber  LinkedIn 

 How do we control what is social space and 
what is private space?  Ed Baig ends his Feb 18, 
2009, USA Today article with the three tests you 
should apply before posting:  “Would you be upset 
if your mother saw it?  Would you be upset if the 
most nefarious person you ever heard about saw 
it?  Would you be upset if it was on the front page 
of USA TODAY? It's all a balancing act of sorts.  
What good is a social network if you're too timid to 
be social?”  
 During May, a Technical Dinner Meeting is 
planned to review Social Networking, both personal 
and business options and how to make them work 
for you.   

The ISA Rewards for Recruiting 
Program 

YOU are ISA’s best membership recruiter.  Use your local 
connections to expand ISA’s network of professionals and introduce 
your friends and colleagues to other ISA Members and connections 
to the world of automation and control.  ISA’s 
Rewards for Recruiting Program recognizes 
your contribution in recruiting new ISA 
members. 

How it Works 
It’s simple.  Recruit just one new ISA Member 

and ISA will 
send you a roomy, zippered canvas tote 
bag with the ISA logo on it.  Recruit 5 or 
more new ISA Members and receive a 
$100 gift certificate good for ISA  

merchandise including training and web seminars.  Just make sure 
your name and Member number appear on the Sponsor information 
area of the New Member Enrollment Form.  Your colleagues will 
appreciate your contribution to their career development. 

Make Your Vote Count! 
 “In an organization with voting members, e.g. a 
professional society, the board acts on behalf of, and is 
subordinate to, the organization's full assembly, which usually 
chooses the members of the board.”   

 According to the By-Laws of our Niagara Frontier 
Section, once per year you, the membership are given the 
opportunity to vote for the nominated candidate and to offer 
alternative names for the positions on the Executive Board of 
Directors.  That time has come.   

Bert Cappellini, with Northeast Controls has agreed to be a 
candidate for the position of President Elect 

Bob Marcus, with Pyramid Brokerage Company will be 
running as candidate for a 2nd year in the position of 
Executive Treasurer. 

Kevin King, Contract Pharmaceuticals Ltd. is candidate for the 
Executive Secretary position. 

Rick Albrecht, of DynaTech Control Systems will again this 
year run for the position of Section Delegate. 

Watch your mailbox for your Ballot. 


